Certification Board Established for Forestry Training and In-service Training 

The 3rd International Conference on Forestry Training in Ossiach am See, Austria, provided an ideal framework for the official establishment of EFESC, the European Forestry and Environmental Skills Council. 
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In Ossiach, after exactly three years of preparation, ten organizations from nine European countries declared that they are joining EFESC. EFESC has assigned itself the task of  establishing standards for forestry skills that would be valid throughout Europe. These certification norms are to be adopted on the basis of a broad consensus and validated only after being submitted to uniform, transparent and reliable testing procedures. 

Transparency, credibility and openness are the basic working principles of this newly established council. After continuous and intense debates, various institutions for forestry training, forestry and tree-care organizations and other interest groups have reached an agreement on the structures and rules that will form the basis of the activities of EFESC. This process also led to the establishment of the bylaws of EFESC, by which the organization has been established as an international association under Belgian law. 

During the first official general meeting in Ossiach, a three-member Board of Directors was elected, consisting of Tom Embo, Roland Tromp and Edgar Kastenholz. Tom Embo, who will assume the role of Chairman, is the Director of Belgian educational institution “Inverde”. He has many years of experience coordinating international educational projects. The same can be said of Roland Tromp, instructor at the Dutch Forestry School IPC Groene Ruimte (Green Space) in Arnhem. As for his role on the Board, Edgar Kastenholz, General Secretary of the European Network of Forest Entrepreneurs (ENFE), will primarily contribute by ensuring that the certificates developed and awarded by EFESC are internationally recognized, and thereby meet the requirements of businesses and employees. The secretariat, responsible for the daily management of EFESC, will have its offices at the German Forestry Council, KWF (Kuratorium für Waldarbeit und Forsttechniek).  

An extremely important component of EFESC are the committees for the development and maintenance of standards as well as for accreditation of national offices for the granting of certificates. These committees work independently of the Board of Directors. 

The following individuals have been appointed to the committee that will soon tackle the European Chainsaw Certificate:

Rudy Burgherr (Information Center for Accident Prevention in Agriculture, Switzerland)

Willem van Delft (IPC Groene Ruimte, The Netherlands)

Miguel Angel Muñoz Sastre (ARPANA Formación Forestal S.L., Spain)

William Robb (A1 Arborists, Great Britain)

Johann Zöscher (Forestry Training Center Ossiach, Austria)

Members of accreditation committee are: 

Joachim Morat (Council for Forestry and Forestry Technology, KWF, Germany)

Rosa Ricart (Centre Tecnològic Forestal de Catalunya, Spain)

Christian Salvignol (Centre Forestier de la région Provence Alpes Côte d'Azur, France)

The first certificate under the umbrella of EFESC will be the European certificate for chainsaw users (European Chainsaw Certificate). This 4-stage procedure for testing and certification is nearly complete. The final practical tests are expected to be completed this summer so that the standards and test procedures from the standards committee of the EFESC can be presented for approval at the general meeting. [image: image2.png]83
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Additional information can be found on www.efesc.eu and www.europeanchainsaw.eu
